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Social Security and Medicare form the bedrock of your future financial security. You paid for them
—now learn how they work for you! SOCIAL SECURITY: THE INSIDE STORY is detailed.
Comprehensive. User-friendly. Previous editions were hailed as the best resource on Social
Security and Medicare. This new 2012 edition is completely updated and expanded with web
links, “Reform Notes,” “Tips For Success,” and a totally revised Medicare chapter. The author’s
expertise is unmatched, with over 30 years’ experience as a consultant, speaker, and former
SSA representative. Learn from dozens of examples how Social Security works for you and your
family. Gain insight from charts, figures, and tables that clarify key provisions. Discover the
hidden “Inside Story” of the program. Get the facts about Social Security’s future sustainability.
This is the proven resource for taxpayers, retirees, financial advisors and HR professionals—the
essential guide for everyone with a stake in Social Security.

Library JournalThis clear, comprehensive guide ensure[s] accuracy and clarity on a highly
complicated subject. Contents [include] a sample retirement computation and a valuable
glossary. Explanations are straightforward and accessible, while subheadings, bulleted lists,
sidebar explanations, italicized terms, clarifying charts, and notes on potential reforms facilitate
understanding. VERDICT: Well organized, clear-cut, and eminently readable, this information-
rich guide will make eligibility and application issues significantly less daunting for retirees and
survivors and their consultants.About the AuthorAndy Landis is a nationally-known author,
speaker, and consultant specializing in Social Security, Medicare, and retirement lifestyle
planning. Andy has worked since 1977 with pre-retirees and retirees at Social Security, AARP, a
retirement residence, senior centers, Weyerhaeuser, and his own practice, Thinking Retirement.
Through Thinking Retirement, Andy conducts Social Security, Medicare, and retirement
seminars for the public, Fortune 500 firms, public employers, labor groups, the American
Institute of CPAs, the Financial Planning Association, and others. In addition to Social Security,
The Inside Story, he has authored professional training courses for the College for Financial
Planning and the American Institute of CPAs, and numerous articles for professional journals
and the public. He appears on television and radio. He also served as the Washington State
chapter president of the International Society for Retirement Planning. Recent projects include
leading Thinking Retirement webinars, contributing to the web video Investment Smarts for PBS
and AARP, and completing training as a Certified Life Options Retirement Coach. Andy lives in
Seattle with Kay, cat, corgi, keyboards, camper, computers, cars, and sometimes kids. Follow
Andy and Thinking Retirement on FaceBook. Learn more at www.andylandis.biz.
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aar4, “A good nontechnical overall guide to SS and Medicare. Overall, this is a comprehensive
and understandable guide to the way SS works, for the general reader. For someone
approaching their 60's, questions such as whether to start payments early or late, or how to
figure a spouse's benefit are covered in detailed, non-technical language. There are some
curious oversights: for example, nowhere in the book could I find a statement of the maximum
age at which you must start drawing SS (it's age 70), or an explanation that an employee cannot
be shifted to Medicare at age 65 if he or she continues to work for an employer offering a health
plan to all employees. Still, this answered most of my questions and I was glad to have found it.”

Michael J. Oelrich, “Information that we all need to wrap our head around. I found this book very
helpful in developing a framework of understanding of our Social Security system. It may not
have been as critical as it could have been to really achieve a balanced assessment of the
system, but it contained interesting comparisons between Social Security and other types of life
insurance. It would have been even more interesting if the comparison was expanded to look at
other types of retirement systems that are not insurance based.”

Audrey, “Absolutely fabulous!!. My husband ordered this. He's the "investment guy" in our
household and he knows more than most professionals in the field because he's been
continuously studying finance-anything for over 40 years because he loves to. This book gave
information he had not found anywhere else and now that he's 62, we want to know exactly what
our benefits are. We have an adult disabled son and this book explained some critical
information that even our attorney did not know (or failed to tell us) that could affect SS benefits
(in a positive way) if our son's disability is deemed severe enough for the special rules.”

John Replinger, “Great Resource. When I purchased this book I was anticipating working for two
or three more years but wanted to know my options. Six months later I was laid off. This book
prepared me for detailed discussions with the Social Security staffer, Because I'd studied, not
just read, the book, I was able to ask all the appropriate questions, verified information, and
made my decisions on collecting Social Security at my one and only visit to the SS office. Maybe
I'd have arrived at the same decision, but Landis' book was a Great Resource. I've
recommended it to friends and relatives.”

Doctek, “Buy this if you need to understand SS.. Best of the lot for SS coverage! This book gives
all the details, explains it all clearly, details the strategies available to get the most out of SS, and
provides excellent links. If you're getting ready to draw SS and don't know much, this is the book.
Better than Dummies Guide and all the rest.Medicare coverage is accurate, but not fully
explained by this book alone.”



Dave, “Not as detailed as expected. This is a very good reference book but being I had already
done a lot of studying on my own I expected more scenarios to be covered. If you have only
basic knowledge of SS then this book will do a great job of making you aware of what is
available. The section on Medicare is a great plus and I found it quite informative.”

Laney B, “God Tips. I read an article about this book in the newspaper and I learned some
helpful facts, so I shared the article with friends and family. The next logical step was to buy the
book to get more details. It doesn't disappoint. One piece of information alone was very helpful
for two people I know.”

DonC, “Good Overview and a Fairly Easy Read. Social Security is complicated because there
are many rules and even more personal situations. This book did a good job of giving you the
basics so you have an understanding of the general terrain. It may not have a scenario that
exactly fits your situation but it will give you an understanding of how to explore your options.It's
also well written so most people should be able to understand the subject.”

The book by Andy Landis has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 51 people have provided feedback.
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